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March 22, 2018
Takeya Sasaki

President, Japan Association of Lawyers Against Nuclear Arms (JALANA)

The Trump Administration released its “Nuclear Posture Review (NPR)” on February 2, 2018.

This NPR asserts the need for “modem, flexible and resilient nuclear capabilities,” maintaining that the
ambition to possess nuclear arms by North Korea and Iran in addition to Russia and China, as well as
nuclear terrorism, are continuous threats. Specifically, it seeks the following: i) the introduction of low-yield
small nuclear weapons; ii) redevelopment of nuclear-armed sea-launched cruise missiles (SLCMs); and
iii) enhancement of intercontinental ballistic missiles (ICBM), submarine-launched ballistic missiles
(SLBM), and strategic bombers. Additionally, the NPR puts forth the possibility of the use of nuclear
weapons in retaliation against non-nuclear attacks. Thus, it diverts the policy of the previous Obama
Administration, eases conditions for nuclear weapons use, and aims to strengthen nuclear deterrence.

The Japanese government “highly appreciates” this latest NPR, and aims to strengthen the deterrence of
the Japan-US alliance, including nuclear deterrence.

This NPR is a dangerous guideline that could drive humanity into a catastrophe, going against the
international trend toward a “nuclear-weapon-free world.” Moreover, the attitude of the Japanese
government in conforming with the NPR is by no means acceptable, as the government of the only country
to have suffered wartime atomic bombings on its cities.

We strongly protest against the NPR and against the Japanese government’s conformity to it. Accordingly,
we urge the US government to withdraw the NPR immediately, and we call upon the Japanese
government to persuade the US to do so.

We resolve to continue pursuing a way to assure security not through the enhancement of nuclear

deterrence, but through the total elimination of nuclear weapons, in solidarity with civil society
including the Hibakusha (atomic bomb survivors).




